We present high resolution radio data at 3.5 and 20 cm from the VLA in the A configuration for 144 quasars with known C IV absorption line properties. Using these measurements, we compare and contrast a number of quasar orientation indicators. These quantities are used to study the velocity distribution of C IV absorption lines as a function of quasar orientation measures. That there is an excess of narrow, highvelocity C IV absorbers in flat-spectrum quasars as compared to steep-spectrum quasars is confirmed. Orientation indicators that are not based upon spectral indices (e.g. R V and the core-to-lobe ratio) do not show the same effect. These seemingly contradictory results may be reconciled if the absorber distribution is not strictly a function of orientation, but rather a function of intrinsic radio properties that may or may not be good orientation indicators.
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Introduction
There is a wealth of classes of extragalactic radio sources. The idea that some or all of these sources come from the same parent population (i.e. the unified model) has been around for quite some time (Rowan-Robinson 1977; Scheuer & Readhead 1979) . Specifically, it is thought that the classification of an object may have as much to do with our point of view as with the physics of the source. If the parent population is intrinsically non-spherically symmetric, then it is clear how such orientation effects might come about: sources drawn from the same parent population will look different depending on the observer's vantage point.
For example, it has been suggested that type 1 and type 2 Seyfert galaxies differ only by orientation. The intrinsically non-spherical element in this model is a thick molecular torus that shields our view of Seyfert 2 broad line regions. This model gained widespread acceptance when Antonucci & Miller (1985) discovered hidden broad lines in NGC 1068's polarized (scattered) light spectrum. Various models using beamed radio jet emission have been proposed to unify flatspectrum radio quasars and steep-spectrum radio galaxies, but the jury is still out on the exact form this model must take (e.g., Orr & Browne 1982; Padovani & Urry 1992) . For the purposes of this paper, it suffices that the average flat-spectrum quasar is probably viewed closer to the jet axis than the average steep-spectrum quasar, though such claims cannot be made for comparisons of individual objects.
The purpose of this paper is twofold. In the first part of the paper, we present new 3.5 and 20 cm VLA data (in the A configuration) taken for 120 of the sources from Richards et al. (1999, hereafter Paper I) and 24 sources from Richards (2000, hereafter Paper II) . Using these new radio maps, we derive the core and the total spectral indices between 3.5 and 20 cm (α 20 3.5 ), the core-tolobe ratio (C) 3 , and the ratio of the radio luminosity (at 20 cm) to the optical luminosity (R V ). Each of these parameters has been used as an indicator of the line-of-sight orientation of quasars. We discuss the utility of these parameters as such, with emphasis on testing the hypothesis that radio spectral indices correlate with the line-of-sight orientation of quasars.
The second part of the paper addresses the results of Paper I, where we found that the distribution of C IV absorption lines along the line of sight to QSOs may be a function of various QSO properties. This absorption line analysis in Paper I suffered from a number of inadequacies resulting from inhomogeneous radio data. The 6 and 20 cm radio data all were taken at different epochs and may be affected by variability. In addition, these data were taken from catalogs of data from both the Green Bank 6 and 20 cm surveys (Becker et al. 1991; White & Becker 1992, respectively) and were mixed with 20 cm data from the NRAO VLA Sky Survey (NVSS; Condon et al. 1998) . Furthermore, the flux density limit of the Green Bank surveys is such that only relatively bright radio sources have measured spectral indices. As a result, we felt it was necessary to reobserve some of the objects from Paper I at lower flux density limits, at higher spatial resolution, with a longer baseline, and simultaneously in two bands.
Utilizing this new radio data, we can confirm an apparent excess of narrow, apparently highvelocity C IV absorbers seen in flat-spectrum quasars as compared to steep-spectrum quasars. This result is surprising in that the vast majority of these absorption lines are thought to be caused by galaxies between the observer and the QSO: intrinsic QSO properties should not affect their distribution. Though we presume that the radio properties discussed herein are good indicators of quasar orientations, the results presented here do not depend on this assumption. It suffices that these radio properties are indicators of intrinsic differences in the quasars. This paper is divided as follows. §2 describes the targets, the radio data and the reduction of said radio data. Quasar orientation measures are discussed in §3. §4 gives a discussion of both highvelocity and low-velocity C IV absorption lines systems as a function of the properties discussed in §3. Finally, §5 presents our conclusions.
The Data
The objects chosen for observations with the VLA in the A configuration were selected from the revised catalog of absorption line QSOs (York et al. 1991; Vanden Berk et al. 2000) as follows. First, we required that each object be detected by the low resolution Green Bank or NVSS Surveys, which had 20 cm flux density limits of ∼ 19 mJy and ∼ 2.5 mJy, respectively. Since the primary goal of this work is to study the distribution of C IV absorbers in radio-detected quasars, we only observed objects with redshifts larger than 1.5, so that C IV emission is observable in ground-based spectra. In addition, sources with declination less than -27.5 degrees declination were rejected. Though the VLA can observe further south than this limit, we chose not to observe such quasars so that followup spectroscopy could be conducted from the Northern Hemisphere.
Data were taken on 31 July and 9 August 1999, with the VLA 4 in the A-configuration. Snapshot observations (45 sec -7.5 min, depending on expected source brightness) were performed sequentially on each target at both 1. 4 and 8.4 GHz (20 and 3.5 cm) . Absolute flux calibration was established with short observations of 3C286 and 3C147, respectively, on the two dates of observation. Phase calibrators were also observed periodically throughout both runs.
Data were reduced in the standard iterative manner using the 15APR98 version of the AIPS software package. The data were initially mapped, cleaned and self-calibrated using the task MAPIT; as warranted by these initial maps, some sources were further processed using the tasks IMAGR and CALIB. Clipping of especially bad data points was done as necessary on a sourceby-source basis. Final source positions and peak fluxes were determined using the task JMFIT, whereas total flux densities were determined using the task TVSTAT to encircle all components associated with each radio source.
In Paper I there were 296 QSOs with measured radio spectral indices. Of these, 174 meet the redshift and declination limit for our present study. We observed 144 quasars during the course of this work, of which 120 were drawn from the sample of 174. The remaining 24 objects were drawn from Paper II. For 99 of these quasars, we obtained good 3.5 and 20 cm detections and were able to match the position of the radio core to the optical position such that we were able to determine the core spectral index. An additional 20 objects had good 20 cm detections (that coincided with the optical position) but no 3.5 cm detections. For those cases where we could not clearly identify the radio core, we still determined the total flux densities and total spectral indices.
The flux density limits of the original Green Bank data are such that only relatively bright radio sources have accurately measured radio spectral indices. The lack of fainter radio sources in our sample may constitute a bias in the data from Paper I. As such, we were careful in our new observations to include objects that are as faint as the flux density limit of the NVSS. The inclusion of fainter radio sources thus enables us to increase the number of quasars with accurate spectral indices, while helping to remove any bias incurred by the study of only the brightest sources. The total number of faint sources is still a significant minority; however, it is hoped that the inclusion of fainter objects will reduce any luminosity bias in the data.
These new data represent an additional significant improvement on that of Paper I in that we now have simultaneous data in two bands (eliminating the effects of source variability). In addition, these radio maps are of higher spatial resolution than the previous radio data. Since core spectral indices may be correlated with quasar orientation better than total (core+extended) spectral indices, it is hoped that these new radio data will solidify our absorption line analysis.
In Table 1 we present the observed properties of the quasars studied in this work. Given are 1) the name, 2) the right ascension in J2000 coordinates, 3) the declination, 4) the emission redshift, 5) an optical magnitude (often, but not always V ), 6) the 6 cm Green Bank flux density (mJy) at low resolution, 7) the 20 cm Green Bank flux density (mJy) at low resolution. Also given are flux densities from the VLA in the A configuration including: 8) the peak 3.5 cm flux density, 9) the total 3.5 cm flux density, 10) the peak 20 cm flux density, and 11) the total 20 cm flux density. In addition to these quantities, we also determined an RMS error for each map and the uncertainty in the peak flux density measurements. Total errors on the peak flux density were determined by taking the sum in quadrature of the RMS noise in the map, the error in the fit as determined by JMFIT and 5% of the peak flux density. For the majority of the sources, this error will be dominated by last of these terms. The resolution of the VLA A configuration data is approximately 0.7 ′′ for the 20 cm (L band) measurements and 0.1 ′′ for the 3.5 cm (X band) measurements. Table 2 gives parameters derived from those in Table 1 . The columns are as follows: 1) the name, 2) the low resolution spectral index between 6 and 20 cm (α 20 6 ) 5 as determined from columns 6 and 7 in Table 1 , 3) the core spectral index between 3.5 and 20 cm (α 20 3.5 ) using the values in columns 8 and 10 in Table 1 , 4) the error in α 20 3.5 (core), 5) the total (α 20 3.5 ) spectral index as found from columns 9 and 11 in Table 1 , 6) the ratio of the core radio luminosity to the optical luminosity (R V ), which is given by
where we have assumed an optical spectral index of −1 and have not converted the 20 cm flux density to the more commonly used 6 cm flux density, 7) the core-to-lobe ratio at 20 cm (which we will label as "C 20 "), given by
where we have taken the spectral index of the extended emission to be −1, 8) the core 20 cm luminosity (ergs s −1 Hz −1 ), 9) the total 20 cm luminosity (ergs s −1 Hz −1 ), and 10) the absolute optical magnitude. For those quantities that are dependent upon cosmology, we have used q o = 0.5 and H o = 65 km s −1 Mpc −1 .
Quasar Orientation Measures
A number of parameters are currently being used as orientation indicators for radio-detected quasars and galaxies. The accuracy of a given parameter is typically evaluated by comparing to another such parameter -a process that is unappealing in its circularity. Barring more direct data that could only come from in situ inspection, it may not be possible to do much better. Fortunately, the purpose for which we need these orientation measures (comparing the absorption line velocity distribution between quasars with different intrinsic properties) does not depend on their being good orientation measures per se, but rather that they are correlated with apparent intrinsic differences projected along our line of sight.
Orientation measures include radio spectral indices (both core and total), core-to-lobe ratios, core-to-optical luminosity ratios, bend angles, core-hot spot distance ratios, etc. In this analysis, we will compare and contrast the use of core and total radio spectral indices along with R V and C 20 (the core-to-lobe ratio at 20 cm) as orientation indicators. The basis set for this study is the 144 z > 1.5 quasars with known absorption line properties for which we now have 3.5 and 20 cm maps from the VLA in the A configuration.
One of the primary concerns that we had with our analysis in Paper I was the use of radio data taken at different epochs, meaning our analysis could have been influenced by variability in our data. Without simultaneous measurements, we were forced to assume that our data, on average, were unaffected by variability. With our new simultaneous 3.5 and 20 cm maps, we can now address this problem. Figure 1 shows the fractional difference between the total 20 cm flux density as measured by Green Bank or NVSS (the measurement used in Paper I) and our high resolution VLA maps. This difference is plotted against the log of the total 20 cm flux density from our new measurements. Large differences are indicative of either variability or resolution effects; large positive values on the y-axis indicate excess flux in the lower resolution data. The fact that most of our sources have differences less than about 20% means that variability should not strongly influence our results. However, it is clear that some sources have varied by 50% or more. The fact that the measurements were taken at different resolutions may contribute to these differences.
Since the A configuration data were taken simultaneously, we assume that the total spectral indices calculated from the VLA data are "correct". Variability will then either conspire to yield incorrect spectral indices in the low resolution data (taken at different epochs), or will have no apparent effect if the low resolution observations happen to give the "correct" (or nearly correct) spectral index. Since flat-spectrum sources are more likely to be variable than steep-spectrum sources, we would expect that objects with flat core spectra (measured simultaneously at two frequencies) would exhibit indices that depart significantly from α ≈ 0 when computed from nonsimultaneous radio data. However, from Figure 2 it appears that this effect is not dramatic. Only 18 of the 45 objects with flat (−0.4 < α < 0.4) 6 simultaneously-measured core spectral indices, have non-simultaneous (total flux) spectral indices that fall outside this range.
In Figure 2 (and similar graphs), open squares are those objects with 20 cm core-to-lobe ratios (C 20 ) less than unity. Filled squares are objects with core-to-lobe ratios greater than unity, whereas stars are those objects for which the core-to-lobe ratio is suspect or otherwise not available. Spectral indices were calculated according to f ν ∝ ν α such that steep-spectrum sources have more negative spectral indices. Though it is possible that variability is the cause of the "outliers" described in the paragraph above, it must also be kept in mind that some of the "variability" observed in the data is likely a result of the different resolutions used to measure the core and total spectral indices. Note, in particular, that the objects with inverted core spectral indices and steep total spectral indices in the upper left hand side of Figure 2 are all lobe dominated, which is indicative of a resolution effect as opposed to a variability effect. Therefore, it seems likely that true radio variability is not a significant source of error in our previously published low resolution spectral data.
It is also important to realize that variability affects higher frequency data more than low frequency data, since the higher frequency observations are more sensitive to flat-spectrum sources, which are more likely to be variable. A comparison of flux densities of 20 cm data from different epochs should reveal less variability than a similar comparison at 6 cm. Therefore, the variability in Figure 1 is only a lower limit to the variability in the spectral indices.
Having addressed the effect that variability has on the measurement of radio spectral indices, we now turn to an analysis of their use as quasar orientation measures. Our new data allows the computation of spectral indices between 3.5 and 20 cm (at high resolution), whereas we used the 6 and 20 cm flux densities (at low resolution) in our previous analysis (Paper I). As such, it is worth making a comparison of the total (core+extended) spectral indices as determined from each data set; Figure 3 depicts this comparison. The spectral indices from the old and new data are roughly correlated; however, the slope of the correlation is not unity and the majority of the points are steeper in the high resolution data.
Nominally, one might expect that the core-dominated sources will have flat spectral indices independent of resolution. Similarly, the spectral indices of lobe-dominated sources would be steep both at low and high resolution, although less so in the A-configuration data because over-resolution would cause one to miss a significant fraction of the extended steep spectrum emission, thus flattening the overall spectrum. These naively expected trends are evident in the data, though there are exceptions. About a dozen of the core-dominated sources exhibit steep radio spectra (as measured by either index). These sources constitute a larger than expected fraction of core-dominated steep spectrum sources (∼ 40% of the core-dominated sources in Figures 2 and 3 are steep-spectrum). Some of these sources may be Compact Steep Spectrum objects (CSS; O'Dea 1998), although our division of core-vs. lobe-dominated (C 20 less than or greater than unity) is not the same as is used to define CSS sources.
In addition to variability, we were also concerned that the resolution of our old (Paper I) radio data might bias our results. Since we chose to make our new radio maps at higher resolution (using the A configuration of the VLA), it is interesting to ask how much influence resolution has on spectral indices, especially how resolution affects the degree to which spectral indices correlate with the orientation angle of AGN. Figure 2 shows how the core spectral index (between the 3.5 and 20 cm) correlates with the total spectral index (between the 6 and 20 cm). There is a correlation, though it is not as strong as in Figure 3 . Of particular interest are the lobe-dominated sources with flat cores located in the middle of the left hand side of the plot. If spectral indices are indeed a measure of the orientation of quasars, then it is clear that one or both are failing for these objects. For the most inverted-spectrum sources (both spectral indices greater than −0.4) both the core and total spectral indices agree much better.
Though radio spectral indices may be good orientation indicators, Wills & Brotherton (1995) claim that the ratio of core radio luminosity to optical luminosity (R V ) may be a better indicator of quasar orientation, particularly as compared to the ratio of core radio luminosity to extended radio luminosity (C, the core-to-lobe ratio). Their argument is that the extended radio flux is sensitively dependent upon interactions with the quasar environment, whereas the optical luminosity is correlated with the power available to the lobes and is not affected by the quasar environment.
In Figure 4 we compare the total (low resolution) spectral index to this parameter (R V ). There is a reasonable correlation between the two parameters if one ignores the lobe-dominated steep (total) spectrum sources that have anomalously low values of R V . These are the same outliers as in Figure 2 . If both parameters are orientation measures, then one is clearly failing on these sources. Given that these objects have lobe-dominated morphologies and have total spectral indices that are consistent with this observation, it would seem that R V is the parameter in "error".
For comparison, we also plot R V versus the core spectral index in Figure 5 . Both of these parameters are ratios that contain the core 20 cm flux, so the correlation between the two is somewhat artificial. Nevertheless, we can see that objects with flat cores tend to have small values of R V , whereas objects with steep cores tend to have larger values of R V .
As a final test, we compare the total (low resolution) spectral indices against the core-to-lobe ratio (at 20 cm). Figure 6 gives the log of the core-to-lobe ratio versus the total (low resolution) spectral index. Open circles are those objects whose 20 cm maps are resolved into two or more sources. Closed circles are apparently unresolved point sources. Stars are objects that were difficult to classify as one or the other. There is a general (but not perfect) trend towards flatter spectral indices with more core-dominated sources. The most lobe-dominated sources (C 20 < 0.1) are steep-spectrum sources (α < −0.4), as expected.
One caveat with respect to Figure 6 is that the core-to-lobe ratio is best used as an indicator of relative orientation only among classes of objects that are believed to be intrinsically the same. Because this sample was chosen based on the presence of optical absorption properties, there is little reason to believe the radio engines are intrinsically the same in these objects. Specifically, the bulk jet Lorentz factors may vary significantly from object to object. This fact will adversely affect the core-to-lobe ratio as an orientation indicator since it implies two objects that are intrinsically the same in every respect except in jet speed, seen at identical lines of sight, will have significantly different core-to-lobe ratios. Finally, the fact that different classes of radio sources have different intrinsic amounts of core relative to lobe emission, may introduce a scatter into Figure 6 . Core-tolobe ratios are therefore best used as orientation measures when there is some reason to believe the radio sources in question are intrinsically the same and only appear different because of orientation. Again, this is not necessarily the case for this sample of quasars, selected by virtue of the presence of optical C IV absorption.
From an analysis of our new radio data in comparison to the radio data used in Paper I, we have addressed the usefulness of various radio properties as quasar orientation measures. Given the rough correlation between each of these properties, it is likely that all trace the orientation of quasars to some degree. However, it is clear that the correlation between these parameters is far from perfect and that these "orientation indicators" should be treated with a healthy amount of caution.
The primary purpose of using multiple orientation indicators in this study was to test the validity of the total flux radio spectral indices as an orientation indicator in Papers I and II. That the total flux radio spectral index is roughly correlated with the other properties presented herein is taken as justification for the use of this parameter. Even if the radio spectral indices are not the best measure of orientation per se, there is no doubt that they are probes of properties that are intrinsic to the quasars and therefore should not correlate in any way with any property not intrinsic to the quasar, such as intervening absorption systems. We now turn our analysis to this issue.
Absorption Line Analysis and Discussion
The purpose of obtaining this new radio data was to determine if our inhomogeneous radio data were biasing the results of our analysis from Paper I. At least three issues are involved here. First, the spectral indices in Paper I were determined from maps made at different epochs. Second, the old radio data are low resolution. Finally, only the brightest sources had spectral index measurements. With the new radio data presented above, we have alleviated each of these problems and we can now proceed with a re-analysis of the absorption line properties of quasars as a function of quasar orientation measures.
The new data seem to indicate that, but for a small number of sources, the total spectral indices are reasonably correlated with other intrinsic quasar properties that have traditionally been used as orientation measures. In particular, the total spectral indices taken nearly simultaneously and at high resolution agree well with the total spectral indices taken at different epochs and at low resolution. This being the case, we could stop here and claim that our results support the conclusions drawn in Paper I. However, it is worth discussing this and related issues in further detail.
The absorption line data is studied as a function of the intrinsic radio properties of six subsamples of data. The results from this analysis are presented in Figure 7 and Table 3 . The samples are defined so as to allow for the splitting of the samples into two based on the orientation indicator that defines the sample. Sample A includes the C IV absorbers in quasars where the radio spectral index has been measured at low resolution between 6 and 20 cm. Sample B is a subset of sample A and includes only those quasars for which we have both low resolution spectral indices between 6 and 20 cm and also high resolution, core spectral indices between 3.5 and 20 cm. Sample C includes only those quasars for which we were able to measure high resolution, core spectral indices between 3.5 and 20 cm. Sample D combined both samples B and C by requiring not only that both high and low resolution spectral indices are measured, but also that both spectral indices are both either steep or flat. Sample E includes those objects for which we measured R V , whereas Sample F includes the quasars that have measured values of C 20 . The columns in Table 3 are as follows. Column 1 gives the sample and the orientation indicator (e.g. steep or flat spectrum). Columns 2-4 give values for absorbers with velocities within ±5000 km s −1 of the quasar redshift, including 1) dN/dβ, 2) the error in dN/dβ, and 3) the number of absorbers. Columns 5-8 give values for absorbers with velocities larger than 5000 km s −1 , but less than 55, 000 km s −1 , including 5) dN/dβ, 6) the error in dN/dβ, 7) the observed number of absorbers, and 8) the expected number of absorbers based on the average of the number of quasars studied.
Narrow, High-Velocity C IV Absorption
In Paper I we showed that there is a excess of high-velocity C IV absorbers in flat-spectrum quasars as compared to steep-spectrum quasars. We also showed that this effect is not apparently the result of some other bias in the steep-spectrum quasar sample (i.e. because they tend to be fainter or at lower redshift). In Figure 7 we show the apparent velocity distribution of C IV absorbers for a number of samples of QSOs with different observed radio properties. Here we assume that the redshifts of the absorbers are due to outflows from QSOs and are non-cosmological (we certainly do not propose that all C IV absorption is non-cosmological; however, in making this plot that is a fundamental assumption).
For sample A, we plot the number density of absorbers per unit velocity versus velocity for both steep-and flat-spectrum quasars. The spectral indices are the same as those used in Paper I, specifically the ratio of the 6 and 20 cm flux densities from Green Bank (or NVSS). A spectral index of -0.4 (f ν ∝ ν α ), which is the median of this sample (as compared to -0.5, used in Paper I), serves as the dividing line between flat-and steep-spectrum sources. For sample A, the closed squares are the steep-spectrum data points, whereas the open squares are the flat-spectrum data points. On the far left of Figure 7 , we include only those absorbers within ±5000 km s −1 of the QSO redshift (sample A only); these are the so-called "associated" absorption systems (e.g., Foltz et al. 1986 ). For the remainder of the samples only higher velocity data points are given, where the low velocity edge of the bin is at 5000 km s −1 , and the red edge is at 55, 000 km s −1 . This range is set so as to maximize the number of absorbers in the bin, but to avoid lines that are either too close to the QSO redshift or that are too close to the Lyman-α emission line. Except for the binning of the high velocity data (which is necessary for comparison for the samples that follow, since they have fewer absorption line systems), sample A represents a compression of the data in the top panel of Figure 4 in Paper I.
As was observed in Paper I there is an excess of high velocity C IV absorption between 5000 and 55, 000 km s −1 in flat-spectrum quasars as compared to steep-spectrum quasars. While the significance of this excess is not large and the numbers are small, the potential consequences for quasar absorption line studies justifies further analysis in attempt to confirm or reject this result. In addition to the tests presented herein and in Papers I and II, it would be extremely useful to conduct a similar study that focuses on bright steep-spectrum quasars since they tend to be fainter than flat-spectrum quasars (Orr & Browne 1982) , even though such a bias was ruled out in Paper I.
The first test we conduct using our new radio data is to ask if this result could be biased by variability of the radio measurements. Using only those quasars from sample A for which we have core spectral indices from our VLA A configuration data at 3.5 and 20 cm, we repeat the above experiment. This comparison is necessary to test that our selection of objects for followup radio observations is not biased with respect to the initial sample. Thus, in sample B (a subset of sample A) we show the difference in the number density of C IV absorbers between steep-(closed square) and flat-spectrum (open square) quasars, again using the low resolution spectral indices. That the steep/flat dichotomy is as strong or stronger in sample B as in sample A supports the notion that this dichotomy is neither due to variability or to a selection bias in the radio data.
Though there may be resolution and bandpass issues (our new high frequency datapoint is at 3.5 cm, instead of 6 cm) between the high resolution total spectral index and total spectral index measured at lower resolution, the new spectral indices are unaffected by source variability and were shown to correlate very well with the indices derived from the low resolution data (Figure 3) . Thus, it would seem then that our initial result from Paper I is probably not the result of variability in the original radio data.
Since the results from both total spectral index measurements (non-simultaneous low resolution and simultaneous high resolution) agree well, we next look at the distribution of absorbers with respect to the core spectral index. If the core spectral index is a better orientation indicator than the total spectral index and if there is an orientation dependent population of absorbers, then we expect that this experiment will yield a more dramatic steep/flat dichotomy. Doing this experiment, we find that there is a difference in the velocity distribution of C IV absorbers between flat-and steep-spectrum sources when using core spectral indices; however, the difference is weaker than expected from our hypothesis. That this is the case can be seen in sample C of Figure 7 .
One possible explanation for the observation that core spectral indices produce less of a dichotomy than total spectral indices is if there is a population of high-velocity intrinsic C IV absorbers, it could be located on scales much larger than the core radio flux. For the 20 cm data, this means that the absorbing material would have to be ∼ 2 kpc or more from the central engine of the quasar, where
taking q o = 0.5, H o = 65 km/s/Mpc, z em = 2.5, and θ = 0.7 ′′ . If there are indeed narrow, ejected absorbers, such a distance may not be surprising. A velocity of 1000 km s −1 corresponds to 10 −3 pc yr −1 , such that material might be found out to a distance of 100 kpc during the expected lifetime of a quasar (∼ 10 8 yrs). Alternatively, it could be that for the sample of quasars studied here (selected originally by the presence of C IV absorption systems), core radio spectral indices are not as accurate a measure of either intrinsic or orientation-dependent differences as the spectral indices measured using the total flux.
One way to test these conclusions further is to require that both the low and high-resolution spectral indices be steep or flat (i.e. combine samples B and C). Cutting the data in this way has two effects. First, we are still using the low resolution spectral indices as an orientation indicator.
Second, we remove any objects that might be affected by variability by requiring that the high resolution spectral index (which is derived from simultaneous data) be the "same" (either steep or flat spectra) as the low resolution spectral index. Sample D in Figure 7 shows the results of such an analysis. Even though the observed number of absorbers is quite small in this subsample, it is again clear that there are more absorbers in flat-spectrum quasars and fewer absorbers in steep-spectrum quasars as compared to each other (and to the expected, average, distribution).
A few comments regarding the distribution of C IV absorbers as a function of other orientation indicators (R V , C 20 ) are necessary. Looking at Figure 4 , we note that to divide the sample into two by the median of α 20 6 produces completely different data sets than if the sample is divided by the median of R V . It is worth asking if the C IV absorption dichotomy remains if the sample is delineated by "R V ". In fact, it does not. High-R V and low-R V QSOs have nearly the same velocity distribution of C IV absorbers (see Sample E in Figure 7 ). Since R V is thought to be one of the better orientation measures, our hypothesis that there is a population of intrinsic C IV absorption line systems that are a function of QSO orientation seems to be in jeopardy. However, we reiterate our doubt that R V is a good orientation measure for our particular sample, since the R V values for lobe-dominated, steep-spectrum sources are clearly out of line with the expected values.
There is a similar effect with the core-to-lobe ratios, C 20 . From Figure 6 we see that whereas lobe-dominated quasars (C 20 ≤ 1) are predominantly steep-spectrum sources, and core-dominated quasars (C 20 > 1) are typically flat-spectrum sources, there are exceptions. As with R V , a division of the sample into two parts using C 20 = 1 as the dividing line yields little or no difference in the C IV absorber distribution between the two subsamples of sample F in Figure 7 . This effect would also seem to rule against the conclusion that many high velocity C IV absorbers are actually intrinsic to the quasars. However, the range of spectral indices for core-dominated objects is large. There is a handful of core-dominated steep-spectrum sources and also a number of objects that are multiple or resolved to the eye, but have core-to-lobe ratios that suggest that they are coredominated. Furthermore, both lobe-and core-dominated steep-spectrum sources show a dearth of absorbers. These issues need to be resolved in order for an analysis of the distribution of C IV absorbers as a function of core-to-lobe ratio to be meaningful.
While some measures of properties intrinsic to quasars (e.g., C 20 and R V ) do not show a statistically significant difference in the frequency of high velocity C IV absorbers, other indicators (e.g., various estimates of the radio spectral index) clearly show a statistical difference between flatand steep-spectrum objects. This could be interpreted several ways. First, detection of high velocity C IV absorbers could correlate with quasar orientation (and therefore be intrinsic to the quasars themselves) and two common indicators of quasar orientation (R V and C 20 ) are simply not good orientation measures for this particular quasar sample for any number of reasons. Alternatively, it could be that the presence of high velocity C IV absorbers is not related to quasar orientation in any simple way, but is related to at least one intrinsic quasar property: the total (core+extended) radio spectral index. Either way, our main conclusion from Paper I is confirmed here: the frequency of narrow, high-velocity C IV absorption systems cannot all be due to intervening systems. At least some fraction of these systems must be intrinsic to the quasars themselves.
"Associated" Absorption
In the left panel of Figure 7 , sample A represents those absorption lines that have redshifts within 5000 km s −1 of the QSO emission redshift. These absorption lines are the so-called "associated" absorption systems (Foltz et al. 1986 ). Clearly, there is little doubt that these systems are drawn from a population that is different from the systems observed at larger relative velocities. We confirm that these systems are atypically strong and tend towards steep-spectrum quasars. We also emphasize (as we did in Paper I) that the excess of low velocity absorbers in steep-spectrum quasars is made more evident by the dearth of high-velocity absorbers in the same. On the other hand, the flat-spectrum level appears to be more consistent as a function of velocity (c.f. Figure 7) .
Given that the so-called associated absorption systems tend to be "associated" with steepspectrum quasars, it might be interesting to look at the other orientation measures for QSOs with associated absorption. We find that the average α 20 6 (total, low resolution) for QSOs from Paper I with C IV absorption within 3000 km s −1 of the emission redshift is −0.76. Unfortunately, our new sample only included a half-dozen or so of these quasars, so it is difficult to do a complete analysis of the other orientation measures; however, we can calculate the mean values. We find that the average associated absorption quasar has α 20 3.5 (core, high resolution) = −0.49, α 20 3.5 (total, high resolution) = −1.07, R V = 2.55, α 20 6 (total, low resolution) = −0.82, while the C 20 values are intermediate. Curiously, both of the "total" spectral indices (high and low resolution) are very steep, whereas the core, high resolution spectral index is near the dividing line. R V and C 20 are also right near the dividing line.
It is interesting that the associated systems are found so predominantly in steep-spectrum sources, yet their other orientation measures are more intermediate. This situation is similar to what we observe for the narrow, high-velocity absorbers: the excess of absorbers only occurs for comparisons of total spectral indices, but not other orientation measures. That this behavior occurs in a sample of systems that are accepted as being associated and not intervening lends credence to the possibility that there may be a population of narrow, high-velocity C IV absorbers that are related to the QSO and are distributed as a function of the total radio spectral index. Further work is clearly needed to fully understand the associated absorbers; however, a detailed analysis is beyond the scope of this work.
Orientation versus Intrinsic Indicators
Throughout this work we refer to a number of radio properties of quasars as "orientation indicators". The reader may agree or disagree that these measurements do indeed correlate with the line-of-sight orientation of quasars in a statistical sample. However, it is important to stress that it is not very important to this work that these parameters be good orientation indicators. All that is required is that they are good indicators of something intrinsic to the quasar itself. That is, the radio properties are all intrinsic to the quasars even if they are not good orientation measures; the fact that these properties are intrinsic and not that they are orientation indicators are what make them ideal for studying intrinsic absorption in quasars. For example, the excess of C IV absorbers at low velocities in steep-spectrum quasars is an empirical fact. Whether or not the spectral indices are also a good orientation indicator is not entirely relevant; the total radio spectral index need not delineate the location of the jet or the axis of the disk so long as it tells us something about the physical location and distribution of the hypothesized absorbing material. However, it is true that in terms of producing a model that explains such effects, it would be surprising if the spectral index was not a good orientation indicator. As such, our discussion leans towards the assumption that these intrinsic radio properties of quasars are indicators of the orientation of the quasars.
In terms of intrinsic absorption, whether or not the spectral indices are also orientation indicators depends significantly on the location of the absorbing material with respect to the material that is producing the radio emission. Since quasars are observed to have extended radio emission, it is possible that the absorbing material could be located anywhere from about 1 pc (the scale of the accretion disk) to hundreds of kiloparsecs (the scale of a large radio lobe). If intrinsic absorbers, whether they be the accepted type, such as the "associated" absorbers, or the high-velocity type postulated herein, are formed far from the central engine of the quasar, such as at the boundary where the radio lobes interact with the IGM, then it would not be surprising to find that there is a correlation between intrinsic absorption properties and total spectral index, but not quasar orientation. This is because the spectral index will have been profoundly influenced by the IGM material (which is why Wills & Brotherton (1995) proposed using R V as an orientation measure in the first place), and also because precession of the central source during the lifetime of the lobes may produce a significant offset. As such, we too caution against the blind used of radio properties as orientation measures, but we stress that their use as such is not explicitly required for our analysis.
Conclusions
We have presented new radio measurements at both 3.5 and 20 cm using the VLA in the A configuration for 144 quasars with known C IV absorption line properties. These measurements are used to determine radio properties that are often used as quasar orientation measures, particularly the total radio spectral index as determined from non-simultaneous data in two bandpasses.
Our results can be summarized as follows: 1) Total, low-resolution spectral indices (between 6 and 20 cm) computed from data taken at different epochs are not significantly corrupted by variability. Furthermore, they are reasonably well correlated with total spectral indices computed between 3.5 and 20 cm that were taken simultaneously at much higher resolution.
2) R V is correlated with α 20 6 (total, low resolution), except for some lobe-dominated sources, which appear to have "incorrect" values of R V .
3) We confirm the excess of narrow, high-velocity C IV absorbers found in flat-spectrum quasars as compared to steep-spectrum quasars that was reported by Richards et al. (1999) . This excess is not caused by variability or a radio luminosity bias.
4) The steep/flat dichotomy is less pronounced for core spectral indices. If there is indeed a population of narrow, high-velocity intrinsic absorbers, this fact may indicate that the location of these systems is beyond the extent of the resolution of the VLA in the A configuration (∼ 2 kpc).
5)
Other orientation measures do not show the same dichotomy. However, there is reason to believe that these measures are flawed as good orientation indicators for our particular sample. Furthermore, the dichotomy need not be strictly an orientation effect, but rather an intrinsic effect. -Core spectral index (f ν ∝ ν α ) between the 3.5 and 20 cm from our A configuration data versus the total spectral index between 6 and 20 cm from lower resolution data. Closed squares are unresolved point sources (core-to-lobe ratio greater than unity). Open squares are lobe-dominated sources (core-to-lobe ratio less than unity), and stars are objects with unreliable core-to-lobe ratios. The solid line traces the values where the spectral indices are equal: it is not a fit to the data. Typical errors in α 20 3.5 (core) are ±0.1. 
